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Overview 

My overarching research goal is to understand more fully the role of communication in enhancing health 

actions—preventive and curative—and health outcomes in communities around the world. In particular, 

I strive to incorporate phenomenology, cultural studies, and critical theory into research designs to gain 

a deeper understanding of how social norms, social ties, and social structures affect health. A key aspect 

of my work is to translate theory and research findings into workable programmatic recommendations, 

with particularly attention to achieving gender equity. 

Research Interests 

gender and culture, health communication, health literacy, Muslim world & Islamic thought, family 

planning and reproductive health, HIV/AIDS prevention; adolescent health, qualitative and participatory 

research methods, Persian (Farsi, Dari, Tajiki) speaker 
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